
Coetus Episcoporum Scotiae
(c. 1423 $1)

DECREE

Whereas, with its Decree of 11 June 1970,the Bishops' Conference of Scotland established
the Scottish Regional Tribunal;

Whereas the Archives of said Tribunal, between 1970 and 1985, give evidence of there
having been numerous different titles applied to it with, from 1985 onwards, the title of the
"Scottish National Tribunal" asserting itself;

Whereas the 1983 Code of Canon Law stipulates in c. 1423 $ 1 that a Coetus Episcoporum, as

opposed to a given Conferentic Episcoporum, can establish by common accord one single
Tribunal of first instance for their dioceses;

Whereas the relevant Coetus Episcoporum of Scotland, which currently coincides de facto
with the Bishops' Conference of Scotland, having taken canonical advice and deliberated
fully thereupon, has deemed it appropriate to identify and establish normatively a more exact
ecclesiological and canonical name for the same Tribunal;

The Coetus Episcoporum of Scotland, through the person of its designated Tribunal
Moderator, hereby decrees that, with effect from 30 November 2011,the Solemnity of Saint
Andrew the Apostle, Primary Patron of Scotland, their common Tribunal of first instance is
to be renamed as The Scottish Catholic Inter-Diocesan Tribunal.

Anything to the contrary notwithstanding.

Given at Edinburgh on the 9th Novemb er 2011.

Signed:

* LetetuJo'fL.
+ Keith Patrick Cardinal O'Brien

Moderator of the Scottish National Tribunal
On behalf of the 'Coetus Episcoporum' of Scotland

Metropolitan Archbishop of St Andrews and Edinburgh



Archbishop's House.
42 Greenhtll Gardens.

Edinburgh,
Scotland

EH1O 4BJ

Telephone' 0737-447 3337
Fax No: 01,31-447 0876
E-mail: cardinal@staned. org.uk

EXECUTIVE DECREE

Whereas, with the Introduction to the "Directory on the Canonical Status of the Clergy", the
Bishops' Conference of Scotland, in November 2009, approved said Directory for
publication:

Whereas two years have now passed since that publication;

Whereas, in the iight of interim canonical practice and of some important canonical questions
raised concerning ceftain elements of non-codified "best practice" introduced by that
Directory, a detailed review of it would appear useful;

T'he Bishops' Conference of Scotland hereby decrees:

- the temporary suspension of the Directory as an authoritative guide for the matters it
addresses:

- and, until such tiines as iis non-cooif,red elemeriis have been appropriatel,v re.,'ierved,
redirects those who have reason to have recourse to the law on the rights and
obligations of the clergy, and to the procedures related to them, to the relevant nonns
of the Code of Canon Law and to all related and subsequent dispositions of the
Supreme Legislator in this subject matter.

Given at Edinburgh on Wednesday 9 November 2011:

Signed:

r l,'fr" {EJ eJ*-l trl;
+ Keith Patrick Cardinal O'Brien
Archbishop of St Andrews and Edinburgh
President of the Bishops' Conference of, Scotland
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r l,f," {t"l tJ*l { h \

+ Keith Patrick Cardinal O'Brien
Archbishop of St Andrews and Edinburgh
President of the Bishops' Conference of, Scotland


